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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Several Friends having expreſſed a wiſh that the 
following Piece, of which but a fall number was at 
firſt printed, might be more generally circulated, the 

Author conſented to its being reprinted for that purpoſe, 
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P R E F A G k. 

| Ic 
HEN Corkelite was Rn with | 
a viſitation from the holy Angel; 
whereby he was inſtructed where to apply 
for the knowledge of thoſe things by which 
both he and his houſehold might he ſaved, 
we find that he convened his kinſmen and 
near friends. His good- will not being circum- 
ſcribed within the narrow bounds of his own 
family, he wiſhed his friends might alſo be 
partakers with him. I may acknowledge that 
my mind hath many times been turned to- 
wards my relations, deſirous not to eat my 
morſel alone, but that I might ſome way or, 
other hold forth a language to them, ſimilar 
to that of David, when he ſaid, Come and; 
hear all ye that fear God, and I will declare 
what he hath done for my foul; O taſte and 
ſee that the Lord is good.“ But as my rela- 
tions are much diſperſed in various parts of the 
country, I could ſee no probability of having 
them convened in one place ; and therefore it 
appeared to me that committing to. writing the 
following lines, was the beſt expedient for 
extending to them a little falutation of love, 
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Intention to diſguſt any, by meddling with 


- 
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and diſcharging my own duty. But what 
principally bore weight on my mind, was to 
endeavour to point out, in plain terms, ac- 


cording to my preſent ability, the divine 


principle af light and life manifeſted in the 
hearts of 2 with its bleſſed effects 
upon them, as it is believed in and obeyed; 

as that which is moſt eſſential to be known, 
and its operations experienced. It is not my 


diſputed points of doctrine; but if they are 


happily brought to witneſs the teachin gs of 


Him who declared himſelf to be the way, the 
truth, and the life, and ſtand open to the 


further illuminations of light, they may come 


to experience what our Lord ſaid to the Jews, 


If any man will do the will of my Father, he 


ſhall know of the doctrine: and therefore 1 

commend the following lines to thy ſerious 
ſal, and thy ſoul to the grace of God, 

and remain * affectionate kinſman, 


T. C. 
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le N a degree of that ill which. wiſhes 

I the happineſs of all mankind, I have felt 
is my mind diſpoſed to offer a falutation in 


goſpel love to you, who are my kindred after 
the fleſh; deſiring that grace, mercy, and 
peace may abound: amongſt you whilſt in chis 
earthly pilgrimage, and ſtate of probation ;; 
and that you may finally witneſs an cv-rlaſting 
ſalvation. | 
Since' it pleaſed. the Almighty to open' 
mine eyes to ſee into my own ſtate, and 
into the excellency of that ſalvation which' he 
hath prepared before the face of all people, 
wy mind hath often been enlarged in love, 
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towards the human race in general, and 


more particularly of late, to my relations ; 


with deſires that the God of all grace would 


be mercifully pleaſed ſo effectually to viſit 


their ſouls with his. day- ſpring from on high, 
as to turn their feet into the way of peace, 
and to bring their minds unto a ſettlement 
on that foundation which ſtandeth ſure; even 
Chriſt: Jeſus manifeſted in the hearts of his 
people ; which was, and remains to be, the 
hope of the ſaints glory ; and which would 
be a defence againſt temptations, and a ſup- 


port in times of tribulation and affliction, 


The ſoul of man, deſigned, by the Author 
of its exiſtence, for a participation of celeſtial 


felicity, can never attain to ſubſtantial ſatis- 


faction in the poſſeſſion of the things of this 
world, * witneſſing ſomething of that 
divine good, which proceedeth from above, 
from the Father of lights: for though people 
may ſeek ſatisfaction in the gratifications of 
ſenſe, in pleaſures, or in amuſements, which 


are preſented to their view; yet in the ſeeming 


enjoyment they frequently witneſs diſappoint- 
ment, and the reflection thereon is bitterneſs. 
All real happineſs centreth in God, and un- 
der the influence of his fear. It is the work 
of the adverſary of man's happineſs, in order 
to forward, his deſtruction and eternal mi- 
ſery, to draw out his attention and deſires 


after 
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after thoſe things which are inconſiſtent with 
the croſs of Chriſt; making forbidden things 
appear deſirable, ind — them as of 
ſmall moment; and when he hath once 
gained his point, the next temptation comes 
with greater ſtrength. It is in vain for men 
to propoſe limits, or that they will go ſo 
far and no further; for though in the early 
part of life, or beginning of the warfare, 
temptations were weak, and, by turning the 
attention of the mind to the grace of God, 
might eaſily have been overcome; yet, by 
going from the ſecret checks of the holy 
Spirit, which occaſioned a ſtruggle againſt 
ſin, and by joining in with the temptation, 
their propenſities, by habit, gain ſuch ſtrength, 
as they are neither able to ſatisfy nor reſtrain. _ 
Hence it is that we ſometimes hear men 
ſay, when overcome by ſin, or reproved for 
it, We know theſe. things are wrong, but 
we cannot help it; and this is lamentably 
the caſe with — in too general a way, 
until they come to experience redemption 
and ſalvation, through the grace and t 
Spirit of Chriſt. 

Now, what I earneſtly deſire for you is, 
that ye may happily be partakers of this aal 
vation: for, though in the times of ignorance, 
mankind have departed from God, their un- 
nee have become darkened, and their 
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affections alienated from him, wandering as 
in a maze of uncertainties, concerning God, 


( wo ) 


and heaven, and happineſs; yet there is a 
time afforded unto them wherein they may 
be faved:. in which time the Lord doth mer- 
cifully viſit and ſtrive with them, by his grace 
and good ſpirit, in order to their reconcilia- 
tion, and for bringing them into a ſtate of 
obedience” unto the goſpel. For the great 
work of ſalvation, which all onght to be en- 
Aiped in, is not within their own power, as 
men, to accompliſh, Nothing can dehver a 


foul from ſin, but the grace and Spirit of 


Chriſt. The apoſtle Peter ſaid, Of whom a 
man' is overcome, of the ſame is he brought 
in bondage; and therefore it muſt be ſome- 
thing ſuperior to himſelf that can make him 
free. The apoſtle Paul, deſcribing a ftate 
ſenſible of the corruptions and evil propen- 
ſities of fallen nature, thus expreſſeth himſelf, 
* For I know that in me, that is, in my fleſh, 
dwelleth no good thing ; for to will 1s pre- 
ſent with me, but how to perform that which 
is good I find not: for the good that I would, 


I do not; but the evil which I would not, that 


I do.” Again, “But I ſee another law in 


my members, warring againſt the law of 


my mind, and- bringing me into captivity to 
the law of ſin; and afterwards he exclaims, 
0 wretched * that I am, who ſhall de- 


liver 


r 


* 


* 
19 
a 
of 
a 
ht 


6 
liver me from the body of this death.“ He 
preſently gives the akon himſelf, © I thank 
God through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, ” Rom. 
chap. vii. and proceeds, in the forepart of 
the vilith chap. to deſcribe how: © For the law- 
of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus hath made 
me free from the law of fin and death.“ The 
Work of our redemption, in our individual 
capacities, is an inward work, wherein the 
heart muſt be engaged: for it is the heart in 
which the oppoſite powers of ſin and gracs 
ſtrive; and there being two ſeeds within: us 
contending for the maſtery, that to which we 

1eld obedience, will have the government 
in us: as it is written, Know ye not that 
to whom ye yield. yourſelves ſervants to obey, 
his ſervants ye are to whom ye obey, whether 
of ſin unto death, or of obedience unto righ- 
teouſneſs? Rom. vi. 16. 

It will not be ſufficient to bear the name 
of Chriſtians, even though we were to con- 
form to all the rites of any viſible church; 
unleſs we experience the regenerating power 
of the Spirit ſo to operate in us, as to bruiſe 
the head of the ſerpent, which is ſin, and to 
reduce the heart into a ſtate of obedience.. 
The means whereby this change is accom- 
pliſhed is variouſly denominated in the Scrip- 
tures of Truth; according to its different ope- 
rations. on the minds of men. It. is called 
45 The. 


„ 

* The true light which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world, John i. 9. It 
is called an Engrafted word, which is able 
to fave the ſoul, James i. 21. ſomething 
that is in us, but not of us. It is called 
© The word of God, which liveth and abi» 
deth for ever;“ of which the primitive 
churches, in the firſt breaking forth of the 
goſpel day, were born again, 1 Peter i. 23. 
It is called“ The word of faith, nigh in 
the heart, Rom. X. 8; and Chriſt within, 
the hope of glory, Col. i. 27; and by many 
more names, to the ſame import, delivered 
by the different holy penmen, as they were 
moved by the holy Spirit; but whatever 
name it is called by, it does not change its 
nature. It remaineth one holy, living, pow- 
- erful principle, which God hath placed in 
the hearts of men univerſally ; in order that 
no part of his rational creation ſhould be 
deprived of the means of ſalvation; for, 
wherever they are ſituated, or however they 
are circumſtanced, they are all favoured with 
this unſpeakable gift. The rich and the 
great are not independent on its aſſiſtance, 
neither are the poor and abject placed below 
its gracious influence. . Let it not ſeem 
Prange, that I affirm this truth ſo ſtrongly and 
plainiy ; it is but a concurring teſtimony _ 
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that. of che rightedus in all ages; and your 2 
own church i not only admits it, but apparent- 
ly profeſſeth to have faith therein; when in 
the Common Prayer it hath theſe expreſſions, 
Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts, we be- 
ſeech thee, by the inſpiration of thy holy 
Spirit, that ſo we may perfectly love thee, 


ther do I' believe that the holy Spirit, thus 
diſpenſed upon the children of men, is a dor- 
mant inactive thing, or that we can have no 
knowledge or perception of it. If this had 
been the caſe, how were men to diſcern be- 
twixt fteſh and ſpirit? And if they could not 
diſtinguiſh, they muſt be altogether at a loſs, 
or at uncertainties, which of them to follows, 
notwithſtanding the unſpeakable importance 
of a right judgment, and a right practice, in 
this matter; for the apoſtle teſtiſied, to the 
believers formerly, in theſe ſearching terms, 


if ye, through the Spirit, do mortify the 
deeds of the body, ye ſhall live; for as many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
ſons of God.” This text alone I think is ſuf- 
ficient to ſhew not only the poſſibility, but 
neceſſity, of attaining to the evidence of the 
holy Spirit. | 


Many of the writet's relations are of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church 1494 
| When 


and worthily-magnify thy holy name.“ Nei- 


If ye live after the fleſh ye ſhall die; but 


(14) 
When Paul was writing his epiſtle to 
Titus, he had theſe words, The grace of 


God that bringeth ſalvation hath appeared to 


all men; teaching us, that, denying ungodli- 
neſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 

righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent world.” 
The manifeſtation of the Spirit, that is 


given to every man to profit withal, is not 


; enly ſelt-evident,. but placeth- men in a ca- 
pacity of improving thereby, in the moſt im- 


portant concern of. their lives, the ſalvation 


of the ſoul; and the neglecting of it, or re- 
belling againſt it, will tend greatly to aggra- 


vate their condemnation at laſt. This gift, or 


Spirit of God, which is the privilege of the 
- goſpel diſpenſation, for the redeeming, ſanc- 


tifying, and juſtifying of mankind, is ſo 
adapted to their various ftates, that it is able 
to meet, detect, and counteract, all the evil 
propenſities of fallen nature, and to lift up a 
ſtandard againſt all the temptations of the 
wicked one. There are no receſſes of the 
Heart ſo dark, as that its light doth not pene- 
trate them; no root of the corrupt tree ſo 
deep, as chat the axe of the power of God is 


not laid to it; ſo that a mind which is right- 
Iy directed to its proper object, the Spirit of 
Chriſt in the heart, will find. therein all- ſuf- 
ficient ſtrength, as there is a reſigning of the 
foul thereto, and exerciſing a reverent truſt 
and 


(( 4 
ind confidence therein. For the gift is in 
tſelf pure, and undefiled, and doth not ſuffer 
in in any with approbation; but its tendency 
s, by righteous judgments, to reduce the 
ſtrength of ſin, and purge the conſcience from 
very defilement. But from the ſoul that is 
ſubject to ſin, he withdraws himſelf; for he 
Iwelleth not in an unclean temple, nor in the 
pody that is ſubject to fin ; yet he follows. 
uch with his reproofs, and ſecret calls, dur- 
ing the time that his gracious viſitations are 
extended: as it is written, Wiſdom crieth 
without, ſhe uttereth her voice in the ſtreets; 
ſhe crieth in the chief place of concourſe, in. 
the openings of the gates; in the city ſhe ut- 
tereth her words, ſaying, How long, ye 
ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity? &c.—- 
Turn you at my reproof ; behold, I will pour: 
out my Spirit unto )you, I will make known. 
my words unto you, Prov. i. 20, &c. | 
God, in great mercy, hath not only pro- 
vided means for the recovery of men out of the 
fall, which are adequate to the great end pro- 
poſed ; but, in much long-ſuffering, waiteth 
upon them, ſtretching forth his arm, as it 
were, all the day long ; not willing that an 
ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould be brought 
to true repentance, and falvation. Thus he 
may ſay, as he did unto the men of Judah 
and inhabitants of Jeruſalem, concerning his 
| vineyard, - 


( 16 ) 

vineyard, © What could be done more to my 
vineyard that I have not done in it?“ It muſt 
be an awful ſituation for any poor mind 
to be in, near the cloſe of time, when nature 
fails, and all viſible objects yield no relief, to 
have a ſimilar language ſounded in the ſoul 
to that which Chriſt uttered over Jeruſalem. 
When he beheld her ſtate, and conſidered the 
miſery that was coming upon her, he wept 
over her with this lamentation, If thou 
hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy peace 
but now they are hid from thine eyes. — 
„How often would I have gathered thy chil- 
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not. 
It is not the ordinary way of God's workings, 
to force, men into felicity, nor ſave them 
without their knowledge and conſent ; but 
that they may be exerciſed, under the in- 
| fluence and aſſiſtance of his grace, in work- 
ing out their own ſalvation with. fear and 
trembling ; knowing that it is he that work- 
eth in them, both to will and to do, both to 
incline their hearts to that which is right, and 
furniſh with ability to perform it. 

Many are the great and precious orvmmiſes 

contained i in the Holy Scriptures, and the de- 
clarations of the [kindneſs and good-will of 
the. © ARDENT, towards the children of men; 
ſuch 


bus, — 53 22 Fw oo — — — — ww m , K» au, ur, «„ Wk „ . % . of Fro, 


49 bh 

ſuch as this, „ will ſprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye ſhall be clean; from alt 
your filthineſs, and from all your idols will 
I cleanſe you: a new heart alſo will 1 give 
you, and a new fſpirit- will I put within 
you,” &c. but he plainly declared, I will 
yet for this be inquired of by the houſe: of . 
Iſrael, to do it for them.“ Surely nothing is 
more worthy of our purſuit; eſpecially ſee- - 
ing that our labour will not be in vain; 
for the language of the lip of truth was, | 
“Seek and ye ſhall find, knock and it ſhall 
be opened unto you; but if we do not ſeek, 
we have but little reaſon to expect to find; 

or, if we do not knock, that the door will be | 
opened unto us. And yet there may be an 
alking, and not receiving; and a ſeeking; - 

and not finding; when the mind is not di- 
rected to him that is the door, the way, the 
truth, and the life; for many there are who 
may be ſeeking, and aſking, in a formal ang 
cuſtomary | way; repeating prayers made 
ready to their hands, and attending on what 
they call the ordinances of God; whilſt their 
hearts and minds are continually” ranging 


amongſt created objects, and ſtrangers to that 


awful covering of the Lord's Spirit which is 
the ſoul's proper centre, where they can 
ſeek and aſk aright. It would be well for 

ſuch to recollect, and conſider, the ſolemn de- 
claration 


of God is within you.“ 
apoſtle, who commanded the light to ſhine 
out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to 


or who ſhall deſcend into the deep, 


( 18 ) 


claration of the Almighty unto a people for- 


merly : © This people draweth nigh unto me 
with -their mouth, and honoureth me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from me ; 
but in vain do they worſhip me, teaching for 


doctrines the commandments of men. In 


order then to ſeek aright, and that our la- 
bours may be crowned with ſucceſs, let us 
be concerned to ſeek the Lord, not only 


_ whilſt he may be found, but where he may 


be found ; bearing in mind what the apoſtle 
faid, © That which may be known of God 
is manifeſt in them,” that is in man, Rom. 1. 
19. When the phariſees demanded of Chriſt 
when the kingdom of God ſhould come, he 
anſwered, * The kingdom of God cometh 


not with obſervation ; neither ſhall they ſay, 


Lo here, or Lo there, for behold, the kingdom 
„God, ſaith the 


give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God, in the face,” or appearance © of 
Jeſus Chriſt.” He hath brought his ſalvation 
near, and his righteouſneſs to be revealed, ſo 


that none need to ſay, Who ſhall aſcend into 


Chriſt down from above ? 
to bring 
up Chriſt again from the dead? for © the 


word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in 
thy 


heaven, to bring 


( 19 ) 

or thy heart; that is the word of faith which we 
me preach,” faid the apoſtle, Rom. x. 8. 
ith This word of faith, or engrafted word; ag 
e; Wa divine prificiple that God hath placed in 
for Wthe heart of man, is the fountain, and freſh 
In Efpring, of all his ſpirirual light and ability ; 
la- Wand man profiteth by it, as his attention is 
us ¶ turned unto it, and obedience yielded to its 
nly E manifeſtations. A great deal depends on a 
ay proper frame of mind in entering upon, and 
ſtle I fafe travelling in, this great concern; and that 
od which I have found, by many years experi- 
+ 1, Fence, to contribute much towards the attain= 
riſt I ing of this deſirable end, is ſettling down, in 
he Emy-mind, into a tate of awful filence. In 
eth Ichis ſtate it is, that divine intelligence is com- 
ay, Emunicated, and underſtood ; and this is cor- 
om FEreſpondent* with the new covenant diſpenſa- 
the uon, in which the Lord declared that he 
ine would write his law in the heart, and put 
„to Wit in the mind. I think it muſt appear 
ory very evident, that, to underſtand that ſpiri- 
* of Itual law, a ſtate of ſilence, or abſtraction of 


ion mind, is not only profitable but neceſſary; 
ſo Inor is it a practice peculiar to me, or to the 
nto Wociety with whom I am united in religi 

ve? kellowſhip, but there are many clear teſti- 
ing monies in holy writ to the ſame practice; as 
the rhen the Almighty commanded by his pro- 
in Phet,“ Be ſtill, and know that I am God ; * 


again, 


again, Be ſilent, O all fleſh, before the | 


habitation.” Again, © Keep ſilence before 


tention, that ſound inſtruction is ſealed to 


teſtimony, of the holy. prophet, Even the 


| woot Lea, they will find, by comfort. 


620) 


Lord; for he is raiſed up out of his holy 


me, O Iflands, and let the people renew 
their ſtrength. Let them come near, then 
let them ſpeak.” When a mind is gathered 
into a ſtate of quietude, under the evidence 
of that redeeming power which- can, ſtop 
the thoughts, and, caſt down imaginations, 
and hath an ear open to hear that ſacred 
language proclaimed in the ſoul, The Lord 
is in his holy temple, let all the earth keep 
ſillence before him ;” when an awful ſo— 
lemnity covers the ſpirit, under which true 
contrition of heart is experienced, this is a 
deſirable ſituation. It was a ſtate like this that 
the ſpouſe in the Canticles deſeribed in this ani- 
mated language, I ſat down under his ſhadow 
with great delight, and his fruit was ſweet 
to my taſte; he brought me to the ban- 
queting houſe, and his banner over me was 
love.“ It is in this ſtate of quiet inward at- 


our underſtanding, and our minds clothed 
with ſpiritual ſtrength; conſiſtent with the 


youths ſhall faint and be weary, and the 
young men ſhall utterly fall; but they tha 
Wait upon the 1 ſhall: renew their 


able 
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able experience, that there is no joy to be 
compared with the joy of God's ſalvation, as 
they come to obtain redemption by the Waſh- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing. of the 
Holy Ghoſt; witneſſing, from day to day, that 
here 1s no condemnation to them that are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, 
but after the Spirit; but that his ways are 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and all his paths are 
peace ; (yea, far ſurpaſſing all the ſatis faction 
that can be derived from the periſhing things 
of this world, however promiſing its proſ- 
pects: may be,) beſides a well- grounded hope 
of immortality and eternal life, which is the 
attendant ſupport of thoſe who are exerciſed 
under the diſcipline of the croſs of Chriſt. 
Although the arriving at theſe attainments 
may be through various conflicts, and exer- 
ciſes of mind, the fleſh luſting againſt the 
ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh; and, 
theſe being:contrary one to the other, a war- 
fare may be experienced; yet ſuch as make 
the Lord'their refuge; and the God of Ifrael 
their habitation, will know a being hid as in 
his pavilion, and covered as in the hollow 
of his hand: and fhould they become the 


ſong of the drunkard, and a bye- word 
amongſt their acquaintance, Who may count 
their lives madneſs, and their end to be 
Jvithout honour; Yo all theſe light afflic- 
| tions 


tions are not worthy to be compared with 


afflictions with the people of God, than to 


ward. 


Be ye then perſuaded to make trial for 
all deeply intereſted. Get into a ſtate of 


022) 


the joys which are hereafter to be revealed. 
Indeed it hath ever been the lot of the righ- 
teous to have their portion of ſufferings, from 
within or without. The apoſtles teſtified that, 
through much tribulation we muſt enter in- 
to the kingdom. Let the wiſe choice of one 
formerly be remembered, who counted the 
reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the 
treaſures of Egypt; chooſing rather to ſuffer 


enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a feaſon ; for 
he had reſpe& unto the recompenſe of re- 


For your encouragement it may be truly 
ſaid, that the Lord is not an hard maſter, 
but his yoke is eafy and his burden light. 


rſelves. It is a matter wherein we are 


retirement, and ſelf- examination. Do not 
be afraid of it, it will never harm you, and 
it may be productive of unſpeakable ad- 
vantage. Commune with your own heart 
upon your bed, and be ftill,” was the counſel 
and advice of David, who was a man of 
large and ſound experience ; who, no doubt, 
had found the good effects reſulting from it 
in his own mind, and was diſpoſed to recom- 


mend it to the practice of others. Here- 
dy 
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e 
by you may come to be favoured with the 
ommunication of light and life; and, 
rhereas you may have known a time, when 
re were like ſheep without a ſhepherd, ſo 
likewiſe ye may know, by living experi- 
2nce, a returning unto Chriſt, the ſhepherd 
and biſhop. of your ſouls; who will ſuſtain 
thoſe that depend on him, with the bread of 
ife ; and refreſh their ſpirits with the new 
wine of his kingdom. 

Having thus far enlarged, in my ſalutation 
of love, I ſhall now draw to a concluſion ; 
and if theſe broken ſentences are favourably 
received by thoſe to whom they are particu- 
uly larly addreſſed, I ſhall be fatisfied ; but if 
ter, they ſhould happily prove inſtrumental in 
zht. helping one poor ſoul forward in its way to- 
for wards Sion, my labour will be amply re- 
are g warded. I have nothing in view in ex 
of I poſing theſe lines, but your preſent and ever- 
not Blaſting well-being ; and therefore I com- 
and I mend you to God, and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them 
which are fanctified; and that this may be 
your happy experience is the fervent deſire of 


your kinſman, 
THOMAS COLLEY. 


SHEFFIELD, 
12th of 8th Mo. 1793. 
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